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St. Matthew’s has been known to be a very welcoming church.  It was 100 

years old on the 25th of April 1969.  It was remarkable for that age, despite 

being severely bombed twice during the wars.  It was sturdily built, and 

therefore survived it all.

Like many London churches, it was built among fields and cottages, but is 

now surrounded by council flats.  Among its early congregation were bankers, 

merchants and knights, who were staunch Christians and treated the less-

privileged as equals.  They always provided opportunities for the poorer class 

in the community.  There was also a noticeable warm atmosphere in this East 

London church.  

Many incumbents and supporters of this parish church served with genuine 

devotion and Christian love.  For this reason, many hearts and souls were 

won.  As we know, the Church is not just a building, but is the composition of 

ordinary folk who use it to worship God.  In its earlier days, the congregation 

grew immensely, and for its first confirmation, which was performed by the 

Bishop of London, there were 74 candidates.  St. Matthew’s has always been 

a church where the Eucharist was regularly celebrated 3 times on Sundays.

Holy days were set apart and observed.  The powerful witness in this parish 

grew as many young people also participated in the church’s social events.  

This church has had its share of difficulties, but the members always rallied 

round and gave their full support.  Many functions and social activities such 

as working men’s clubs were formed, and so provided a venue for reading, 

games and lectures.  Other events of the time included Church Lad’s Brigade, 

Girl’s Friendly Society, Literary Society, Mother’s Union meetings and King’s 
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messengers, formed by the S.P.G. (the Society for the Propagation of the 

Gospel) to interest the children in helping in foreign missions.

Children were also given a day trip once per year to the seaside, and was 

termed as the Master’s Little Ones.  Both infant and Junior Schools were 

built.  A large Sunday School emerged.  Though the church had Roman 

Catholic traditions, it was well known for its Evangelical atmosphere and 

Christian charity.

The local people gave generous contributions towards the upkeep of the 

building.  They also donated numerous gifts, some of which are still in use 

today.  There was always a very high standard of music at St. Matthew’s.  

Settings and personal compositions by two vicars were sung at mass, and a 

District choral society was also set up by the present organist.  Evening 

songs were sung by the choirs, and everyone was involved in the smooth 

running of the church.  The communal spirit was very encouraging and 

inspiring.  The beauty of the church was combined with the faithfulness of the 

people.

God’s Holy Spirit was at work.  Christ’s light shined to sustain and maintain 

Christian fellowship.  It was, and still is, a very welcoming place to worship.  

This in the past was a real church of the good shepherd and mission-shaped 

church.  Its theme always: to live as Christ taught us.

The former school buildings were transformed into social centres known as St 

Matthew’s Institute, and was opened by the Mayor of Hackney.   It housed 

clubs for all the local people.  Men and boys took delight in bell-ringing.  Bible 
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Study, Prayer Meetings, groups, and sewing classes were always on-going 

for the women and girls.  On vicar quoted:

“This is the kind of spirit that cheers the heart of a parish priest!”

Soldiers who returned from the wars would often worship in this church, and 

a list of names of those who had fallen are engraved on the monument in the 

anterior part of the church.  St. Matthew’s was built on a high ridge 

overlooking Lea Valley and Epping Forest.  It therefore serves as a landmark.  

Many fine architects lent their skills and talents in producing this magnificent 

building.

The concept of ‘God’ was always present in this congregation.  The spirit of 

Christ existed amongst them.  This is the way that God wants us to be - 

caring and sharing.  In this way the Christian message can be transparent in 

our daily lives, so that we can be an example to unbelievers.
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